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Introduction	

I	got	the	opportunity	to	work	with	the	children	of	Musahar	community	through	the	CLAY	project.	The	girls	who	are	a	part	
of	 this	project,	despite	of	 their	hectic	 schedule	attended	meetings	every	Sunday	and	are	actively	 involved	 in	 it.	They	do	
household	chores,	take	tuitions,	do	their	studies	through	correspondence	and	yet	take	time	for	all	the	events	of	CSEI-VVK.	
They	find	it	an	important	space	in	their	growth.	It	is	also	their	instrument	to	address	and	overcome	the	trap	of	cast	system	
for	themselves	and	their	communities.		

The	CLAY	fellows	are	keen	to	ensure	that	every	child	in	their	tola	is	educated	and	encourage	out	of	school	children	to	get	
admitted	in	schools.	They	follow	up	their	regularity	in	schools.	They	run	the	CLAY	education	centres	to	help	the	children	in	
their	learning.	This	is	an	uphill	task,	in	the	Musahar	community	that	is	not	oriented	to	schooling	and	does	not	recognize	
the	value	of	education.		

In	 Musahar	 community,	 both	 boys	 and	 girls	 are	 married	 very	 early.	 Some	 of	 the	 CLAY	 fellows	 themselves	 had	 to	 get	
married	in	this	manner.	They	are	thus	determined	not	to	get	the	children	follow	this	tradition.	They	convince	the	children	
to	get	 educated	and	 follow	a	 career.	They	dialogue	with	parents	 to	 	 let	 their	 children	 learn.	 It	 amazes	me	 to	 see	 their	
dedication	towards	everything	they	do.	

Girls	discuss	that	they	will	not	give	dowry	in	their	marriage	and	boys	that	they	won't	take	it.	So	these	young	people	are	
actually	up	for	challenging	this	social	evil	prevailing	in	our	society.	

These	 young	 people	 were	 very	 active	 during	 the	 sessions	 that	 I	 had	 with	 them.	 I	 learnt	 so	 much	 from	 them.	 Their	
enthusiasm	 for	 life	 despite	 the	 harsh	 conditions	 inspired	me.	 They	 want	 to	 learn,	 grow	 and	make	 it	 big	 in	 life.	 Their	
enthusiasm	and	willingness	to	 learn	 from	each	and	every	person	 inspired	me	throughout	my	 internship	experience	and	
will	continue	to	do	so.		

These	are	those	revolutionary	minds	who	are	still	unaware	of	their	potential.	Once	given	proper	guidance,	basic	amenities	
and	education	of	good	level,	they	can	do	wonders	to	the	society.	They	have	to	be	given	equal	opportunities	in	every	sphere	
of	life	because	these	are	those	people	who	aspire	to	work	for	the	society.	They	can	be	our	role	models.	

Mannat	Arora	(SMILE	intern,	Pravah)	
Student	
Lady	Shri	Ram	College,	New	Delhi	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Name	of	Clay	Fellows	

1. Anita	Kumari	

2. Basant	Kumar	Manjhi	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

3. Basanti	Kumari	

4. Dharmendra	Kumar	

5. Munna	Kumar	Manjhi	

6. Priti	Kumari	

7. Prity	Kumari	

8. Rakesh	Kumar	

9. Sanjay	Kumar	

10. Sarvesh	Kumar	

11. 	Seema	Kumari	

12. 	Shailendra	Kumar	

13. 	Sanny	Kumar	

14. 	Uday	Kumar	

15. 	Uma	Kumari	

16. 	Vikas	Kumar	

	

	

	

	

	
	

	

	

	



Anita	Kumari	

Anita,	 a	 15	 year	 old	Musahar	 girl	who	 stays	with	 her	 family	 of	 parents	 and	 5	 siblings	 in	 a	Musahar	 tola	

called	Goaimath	in	Dhanarua	block,	50	kilometers	from	Patna.	She	went	to	a	government	boarding	school	

till	5th	grade.		

Her	parents	 could	not	put	her	 in	private	 school	 as	 they	were	

daily	 wages	 labour.	 To	 support	 family	 economically,	 she	

started	work	in	fields	with	father	and	brother.	In	her	heart	she	

knew	she	wanted	to	study.	She	plead	to	her	parents	to	put	her	

in	a	school.	Finally	after	2	years	her	father	agreed	to	admit	her	

to	 the	near	by	government	school.	She	soon	realized	that	 this	

school	 is	 different	 from	 previous	 boarding	 school.	 She	 was	

asked	to	sit	at	the	back	on	the	last	seat.	Eat	her	mid	day	meal	

separately	and	was	treated	differently.		

In	 2013	 July	 through	 CSEI	 (Center	 for	 Social	 Equity	 and	

Inclusion),	 Ambedkar	 Student	 Forum	 (ASF)	 came	 in	 her	 tola-

Gosaimath.	Anita	started	leading	‘Play	for	Peace’:	co-operative	

game	sessions	and	teaching	younger	ones.	She	enrolled	all	children	of	her	tola	to	government	school	with	

support	 from	other	peer	 educators.	 She	 also	 joined	 tuition	 classes	with	 the	 fellowship	 she	 receives	 from	

CSEI	program.	

Anita	started	to	travel	to	various	programs	like	International	peace	youth	festival-	Chandigardh,	RTE	forum	

consultation	in	Delhi	to	perform	a	puppet	show	and	other	meetings	and	conferences	to	represent	her	own	

community	and	give	them	a	voice.	

Anita,	 is	 currently	 staying	 in	Government	 supported	Hostel	which	 is	 run	by	an	NGO	specially	 for	Mushar		

Children.	The	idea	behind	to	stay	in	hostel	is	to	protect	herself	from	getting	married	at	early	age	and	pursue	

her	 education	 life	 long.	 Right	 now,	 she	 is	 in	 10th	 standard	 and	 willing	 to	 continue	 her	 study	 til	 Post	

graduation.	She	wants	to	achieve	something	big	in	her	life.				

	

	



Basant	Kumar	Manjhi	

Basant	 is	presently	a	member	of	a	State	Core	Committee	of	 the	Vyaktitva	Vikas	Kendra-VVK	(Personality	

Development	Centre).	He	was	elected	to	the	position	through	a	voting	process.	.	Prior	to	that,	he	worked	as	

a	cluster	coordinator	for	a	few	months	and	organized	activities	in	various	schools.	

Basant’s	father	had	gone	to	school	and	encouraged	Basant	to	study,	

as	 he	 is	 convinced	 of	 the	 importance	 of	 education.	 Basant	 has	

completed	 his	 BCA	 (Bachelor	 in	 Computer	 Applications),	may	 be	

the	first	 in	the	Musahar	community	and	now	he	wishes	to	pursue	

Masters	in	Computer	Applications	(MCA).	He	is	concerned	that	he	

may	not	be	able	to	meet	the	costs	involved.		

Basant	also	wishes	to	work	in	the	social	sector.	He	is	very	fond	of	

teaching	children	and	therefore	he	teaches	kids	of	his	tola.	Basant	

is	concerned	about	the	poverty	and	illiteracy	in	his	community.	He	

is	concerned	about	alcohol	brewing	becoming	a	source	of	 income	

in	 his	 community.	 	 	 It	 is	 ironic	 that	 even	 though	 Musahar	

communities,	being	Dalits	are	untouchable	under	the	caste	system,	

dominant	 caste	 communities	 come	 and	 drink	 alcohol	 and	 even	 eat	 the	 snacks	 prepared	 by	 the	Musahar	

community.	They	actively	encourage	Musahar	community	to	brew	alcohol	and	lend	them	money	to	set	up	

the	business.		However,	for	young	people	like	Basant,		alcohol	is	a	curse	to	their	community.		

Many	get	 addicted	affecting	 their	health	and	 family	 lives.	Children	do	not	have	a	healthy	environment	 to	

learn	and	enjoy.	With	the	Bihar	government	banning	alcohol	in	the	state,	the	production	and	consumption	

has	drastically	reduced.	Given	no	alternative	livelihoods,	there	is	the	fear	that	illicit	brewing	may	happen,	

which	will	be	even	more	dangerous.	It	will	bring	police	to	the	tolas	and	further	exploitation	and	violence.			

Basant’s	 family	 was	 not	 engaged	 in	 alcohol	 production	 and	 it	 helped	 Basant	 to	 choose	 his	 own	 area	 of	

studies.	 He	 acknowledges	 that	 the	 VVK	 helped	 him	 a	 lot	 in	 his	 growth.	 He	 got	 guidance	 from	 VVK.	 His	

managerial	skills,	leadership	skills	and	confidence	improved	to	a	great	extent	after	he	got	elected	as	a	state	

core	committee	member	of	VVK.	

He	aspires	to	build	a	house	of	his	own	and	wishes	to	do	something	big	for	his	family	and	society.		He	wants	

every	child	to	go	to	school,	learn	and	take	up	a	dignified	career.		

	



Basanti	Kumari	 	
	
Basanti	from	Nadwan,	Bihar	is	currently	studying	in	9th	standard.	She	has	4	brothers	and	3	sisters.	All	her	
sisters	got	married	at	an	early	age.		

Her	 favorite	 subject	 is	English	and	she	wishes	 to	excel	 in	 that.	 She	also	 likes	mastering	 in	 computer.	Her	

father	died	when	she	was	a	small	kid	so	all	the	burden	of	earning	bread	and	butter	for	the	family	shifted	to	

her	mother.		Her	mother	presently	works	as	an	agricultural	labour.	Consequently,	Basanti	has	to	take	care	

of	the	household	chores	along	with	her	studies.	Her	brothers	do	agriculture	and	other	labour	work.		

Basanti	 has	 been	 connected	 with	 VVK	

for	 the	 last	 6-7	 months.	 It	 takes	 her	

almost	 an	 hour	 to	 reach	 the	 VVK	 from	

her	home	but	still	she	comes	there	every	

Sunday	to	attend	the	meeting.		

According	 to	her,	VVK	has	provided	her	

platform	 where	 she	 can	 openly	 talk	

about	her	problems,	can	share	anything	

she	 wants	 to.	 She	 tells	 that	 other	

members	 of	 the	 VVK	 help	 her	 in	

different	ways.		

People	in	her	village	discourage	her	studying.	They	put	pressure	on	her	family	to	get	her	married.	She	is	sad	

that	children	in	her	village	do	not	value	education	and	career	and	begin	to	consume	tobacco,	alcohol	even	

when	they	are	studying.	

She	 aspires	 to	 be	 a	 teacher	 so	 that	 she	 can	 spread	 education	 and	 awareness	 in	 her	 village	 and	 her	

community.	 	She	 feels	shy	to	 talk	 to	new	people	and	wants	to	overcome	her	hesitation.	 	She	says	she	has	

already	started	working	on	it	in	the	VVK.		

	

	

	



Dharmendra	Kumar	

Dharmendra	 is	 the	 first	 person	 to	 pursue	 studies	 in	 his	 family.	 Currently	 studying	 in	 12th	 standard,	

Dharmendra	 dropped	 out	 from	 the	 school	 for	 a	 few	 years	when	 he	was	 in	 class	 1.	 	 There	was	 a	 lack	 of	

motivation	from	his	family	as	his	father	was	struggling	to	make	ends	meet	for	the	family.	.	However,	later	on	

with	his	father’s	motivation	and	support,	he	re-joined	the	school	in	class	6th.	

“Initially,	it	was	difficult	for	me	to	cope	up	with	the	pressure	of	studies	but	gradually	with	my	friends’	help	

and	my	own	hard	work,	things	became	easy”,	said	Dharmendra,	when	asked	about	his	primary/first	school	

life.	Dharmendra	is	very	fond	of	playing	Casio.	

	He	 is	 a	 constant	 learner	 and	 is	 very	

enthusiastic	 to	 learn	 from	every	person	he	

meets.	 He	 is	 very	 confident	 and	 does	 not	

hesitate	to	put	his	views	before	others.	.	He	

is	 very	 fond	 of	 learning	 new	 things	 and	 is	

very	passionate	about	studying.	He	is	a	very	

responsible	 person	 who	 has	 initiative	 and	

takes	 up	 work	 voluntarily.	 He	 wants	 to	

make	 it	 big	 in	 life	with	 his	 hard-work	 and	

intelligence.		

He	 gives	 full	 credit	 to	 CSEI	 for	 what	 he	 is	

today.	 It	 is	 with	 the	 assistance	 of	 this	

organization	 that	 he	 has	 been	 able	 to	

pursue	his	dream.	He	enjoys	the	Sunday	meetings	organized	in	the	VVK	as	there	he	gets	to	learn	a	lot.	Not	

just	 that,	 he	 visits	 VVK	 almost	 everyday	 to	 read	 books	 in	 the	 library.	 He	 shares	 a	 	 good	 bond	with	 the	

facilitators	at	VVK.	

Dharmendra’s	parents	never	went	to	school,	so	he	taught	them	to	write	their	names..		He	is	a	very	dedicated	

person	who	wants	to	stay	away	from	all	the	distractions	and	do	well	in	life.	He		teaches	kids	of	his	tola	and	

wishes	to	contribute	towards	the	society	as	much	as	possible	with	the	knowledge	that	he	possesses.	

	



Munna	Kumar	Manjhi	

Munna	is	currently	pursuing	his	class	10.		He	has	three	sisters,	two	of	who	are	married	and	one	is	studying.	

Munna	has	always	been	very	enthusiastic	and	sensitive	in	life.	He	tells	that	when	he	was	small	and	used	to	

go	to	school,	he	always	felt	sad	to	see	many	kids	who	were	working	on	the	streets	and	couldn’t	study.	So,	he	

decided	to	convince	them	to	study	and	succeeded	in	convincing	4-5	kids	to	go	to	school	with	him.		

Munna	tells	 that	since	he	belongs	 to	Musahar	 community,	he	has	suffered	discrimination	 from	childhood.	

Teachers	in	school	never	let	him	sit	in	the	front	seat	to	study.		

When	Munna	got	to	know	about	the	VVK	and	

CSEI,	he	was	very	eager	to	join	it.		It	took	him	

5	 hours	 to	 find	 the	 place	 the	 first	 time,	 but	

that	 did	 not	 deter	 him.	 .	 He	 has	 been	 very	

regular	 in	 the	 meetings	 at	 VVK.	 Earlier	 he	

was	very	shy	in	front	of	girls	but	after	joining	

the	 VVK	 he	 is	 more	 comfortable	 to	 talk	 to	

girls.	 	He	has	gained	various	new	frontiers	of	

knowledge	 and	 has	 been	 able	 to	 make	

associations	with	new	people.		

Munna	 has	 a	 very	 keen	 interest	 in	 politics	

,therefore	 ,he	 is	 standing	 for	 a	 post	 in	 the	

panchayat	 elections	 in	 his	 village.	 He	 thinks	

that	 a	 leader	 is	 one	 who	 takes	 up	 all	 the	

concerns	in	the	community	He	wants	to	work	for	the	welfare	of	his	village.	He	wants	to	prepare	children	of	

his	village	to	become	leaders	of	tomorrow.		

Munna	feels	that	he	gets	angry	quickly	and	considers	that	one	of	his	limitations.	Munna’s	parents	are	very	

supportive.	Munna	wishes	to	evolve	as	a	politician	who	can	work	for	the	upliftment	of	the	society.	He	has	a	

special	interest	to	guide	the	children	in	his	village.			

	

	



Priti	Kumari	

Priti	 is	presently	studying	 in	class	10.	She	has	3	sisters	and	1	brother.	She	 lives	 in	village	called	Chanaki,	

Dhanrua.	All	are	younger	to	her,	and	all	of	them	are	studying.		

Her	mother	has	always	encouraged	her	to	

study.	Priti	was	always	keen	to	learn	and	

therefore	 when	 she	 got	 to	 know	 about	

CSEI,	she	joined	it.	Also,	she	didn’t	have	a	

computer	at	home,	but	now	she	 learns	 it	

at	 the	 CSEI	 VVK.	 Earlier	 she	 rarely	went	

out	 of	 her	 house,	 but	 now	 with	 CSEI’s	

assistance	 she	 goes	 out	 for	 various	

training	 programmes.	 	 She	 also	 takes	

books	from	the	VVK	library	whenever	she	

feels	 like	 reading.	Also	 she	has	 learned	a	

lot	 of	 games	 in	 CSEI.	 Priti	 teaches	 her	

young	brother	and	sisters	everyday.	Prity	

likes	to	sing	and	enjoys	music.	

Priti	recognizes	that	caste	system	in	her	village	has	 led	to	discord	and	divisiveness	 in	her	village.	A	 lot	of	

arguments	 and	 fights	 keep	 happening	 across	 the	 people	 from	 different	 castes.	Most	 of	 the	 times	 people	

from	Dalit	castes	suffer	exploitation	in	the	hands	of	dominant	caste	people.	She	is	happy	that	no	one	forces	

her	in	her	family	to	marry.	Priti	wants	to	be	a	teacher	and	stand	on	her	feet	before	getting	married.	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Prity	Kumari		

Prity	is	presently	studying	in	10th	standard.	She	has	2	sisters	and	2	brothers,	all	of	them	are	younger	to	her	

from	Nadwan	.	Like	Prity,	all	her	brothers	and	sisters	are	also	studying.		

She	has	been	with	CSEI	VVK	for	the	last	one	year	and	she	recognizes	many	changes	in	her	life	in	this	period.	

Her	parents	have	become	more	supportive.	She	has	learned	a	lot	while	being	with	CSEI	and	VVK.	She	now	

knows	how	to	operate	computers.	She	enjoys	the	training	provided	through	games	in	the	meeting.		

She,	being	a	girl	was	never	encouraged	to	talk	

to	 people,	 but	 after	 joining	 VVK,	 she	 has	

learned	 to	 talk	 openly	 to	 anyone	 through	 the	

discussions	 that	 take	 place	 in	 the	 meetings.	

The	 English	 classes	 have	 helped	 boost	 her	

confidence.	

Prity	is	very	fond	of	singing	and	would	love	to	

learn	it	sometime	in	her	life.	

She	 talked	 about	 her	 caste	 and	 states	 that	

child	 marriage	 is	 still	 prevalent	 in	 her	

community.	 However,	 her	 parents	 have	

always	 encouraged	 her	 to	 study	 and	 never	

asked	her	to	get	married.	Literacy	rate	among	

girls	of	her	community	is	extremely	low.		

Prity	 aspires	 to	 be	 a	 teacher	 so	 that	 she	 can	

help	 her	 community	 to	 progress.	 She	 wants	

the	children	of	her	community	to	get	educated	

like	her,	and	she	would	like	to	be	an	active	participant	in	this	work.		

	

	

	



Rakesh	Kumar	

Rakesh,	 is	 currently	 doing	 his	 10th.	 He	 has	

only	one	sister	who	is	elder	to	him.	His	sister	

studied	till	8th	standard	and	then	got	married.	

Very	 rare	 to	 find,	 both	 his	 parents	 have	

studied	 till	 10th	 standard	 and	 they	 are	 the	

primary	source	of	encouragement	for	Rakesh.		

Rakesh	is	connected	to	CSEI	-VVK	for	the	past	

5-6	months.	He	has	made	many	friends	in	the	

VVK.	 He	 always	 wanted	 to	 learn	 computer		

and	with	the	help	of	this	organization,	he	got	

to	 do	 that	 as	 well.	 He	 has	 become	 more	

confident	now.	

Rakesh	feels	sad	to	express	that	he	belongs	to	

Musahar	 community	 because	 people	 of	 his	

community	are	not	respected	and	don’t	even	

have	 basic	 necessities.	 He	 always	 keeps	

wondering	 as	 to	 why	 his	 community	 is	

suffering	 so	 much.	 The	 people	 of	 his	

community	face	exploitation	in	different	forms	from	the	dominant	communities.		

Rakesh	says	he	did	not	dare	to	dream	of	anything-big	-being	poor	and	from	the	Musahar	community.	After	

joining	the	VVK,	he	is	hopeful	for	himself,	his	family	and	his	community.		

He	 is	 also	 very	 fond	 of	 playing	 cricket	 and	 so	 plays	 daily	 with	 his	 friends.	 He	 is	 strictly	 against	 child	

marriage.	Rakesh	aspires	to	be	an	engineer.	

	

	

	



Sanjay	Kumar	

Sanjay	presently	studying	in	10th	standard	is	19	years	old.	To	my	surprise,	he	is	the	only	child	in	his	family.		

Sanjay	got	married	3	months	back	under	the	pressure	of	his	parents.		He	tried	to	convince	his	parents	not	to	

get	him	married,	but	 it	went	 in	vain.	His	wife	 is	

presently	15	years	old.	She	didn’t	want	to	marry	

either.	However,	both	got	trapped	in	this	vicious	

system	of	early	marriage.	 Its	good	to	know	that	

Sanjay	wants	 his	wife	 to	 study	 further	 and	will	

make	efforts	for	it.		

He	has	been	a	part	of	CSEI	VVK	since	2014.	He	

got	 to	 know	 about	 CSEI	 from	 Govind	 ji	 who	

conducted	‘Khel	se	Mel’	in	his	school.	He	learned	

a	lot	from	it	and	enjoyed	it	thoroughly.		

Initially,	 Sanjay	 was	 scared	 to	 go	 for	 the	

meetings	 in	 the	 VVK,	 but	 later	 became	

comfortable	 with	 everyone	 and	 decided	 to	

continue	with	it.		

CSEI	 has	 helped	 him	 in	 a	 lot	 of	 ways.	 He	 has	

overcome	his	hesitation	completely,	and	can	talk	

to	anybody	openly.	He	has	gained		much	knowledge	through	the	meetings	organized	in	VVK.	Also,	now	he	

knows	how	to	operate	computer,	which	makes	him	feel	good	about	himself.		

He	is	concerned	that	the	center	at	Gosaimath	where	he	with	other	CLAY	fellows	teach	the	kids,	has	not	been	

working	 properly	 for	 2-3	 months.	 Villagers	 are	 not	 supportive	 of	 their	 initiative	 to	 teach	 kids	 in	 the	

community,	instead	they	create	troubles	and	make	it	harder	for	them	to	teach	kids.		

There	is	no	facility	of	toilets	in	their	village	which	leads	to	open	defecation.	Also,	there	is	shortage	of	water	

in	his	village.		He	wants	to	work	hard	in	life	so	that	he	can	be	an	active	participant	in	the	development	of	his	

village.	Sanjay	wishes	to	prepare	for	medicine	studies	and	wants	to	work	hard	for	it.				

	



Sarvesh	Kumar	

Sarvesh	is	presently	doing	his	12th	and	is	20	years	old.	He	has	3	sisters	and	1	brother	and	all	are	elder	to	

him	 except	 for	 one	 of	 his	 sisters,	who	 is	 younger	 to	 him.	 All	 his	 sisters	 got	married	 at	 an	 early	 age.	 His	

younger	sister	even	has		a	child.		

He	 has	 been	 with	 CSEI	 VVK	 for	 the	 last	 1.5	

years.	 It’s	 only	 through	 CSEI	 that	 he	 became	

aware	 of	 problems	 associated	 with	 early	

marriage.	 Therefore,	 he	 took	 a	 decision	 to	

marry	only	after	he	completes	his	graduation.		

VVK	has	helped	him	develop	his	personality	to	

a	great	extent.	He	was	given	the	opportunity	to	

attend	various	events	 in	Delhi.	He	got	 a	 lot	of	

exposure	 through	 the	 visits	 that	 he	 made	 to	

various	places.			

Sarvesh	tells	that,	no	one	from	his	village	ever	

went	 to	 school	 before	 him.	 	 Also	 the	 state	 of	

the	 government	 schools	 in	 his	 village	 is	

extremely	poor.	Teachers	don’t	come	to	school	

or	 teach.	 Children	 are	 deprived	 of	 basic	

facilities.		Sarvesh	doesn’t	get	much	support	from	his	parents,	even	then	he	keeps	working	towards	his	goal	

and	continues	with	his	studies.		

Sarvesh	aspires	to	study	in	IIT	to	become	an	engineer.	Also	he	feels	that	a	lot	needs	to	be	done	to	improve	

the	condition	of	his	community	so	that	every	child	of	his	village	can	become	whatsoever	she/he	aspires	to	

be.			

	

	

	

	



Seema	Kumari	

Seema	 presently	 studying	 in	 10th	

standard,	has	4	brothers.	One	is	elder	to	

her	and	others	younger.	All	her	brothers	

are	also	studying.		

	She	has	been	with	CSEI	VVK	for	the	last	

one	year.	 	As	soon	as	she	came	to	know	

about	it,	she	joined	it.	Through	CSEI,	she	

has	been	able	to	meet	many	new	people	

from	Bihar	and		other	places	too.	She	got	

to	 learn	a	 lot	 from	them..	Also,	 she	 feels	

that	 in	 the	meetings	 of	 CSEI,	 since	 boys	

and	girls	 sit	 together	and	discuss,	 it	has	

made	her	 feel	comfortable	about	talking	

to	 boys.	 Seema’s	 parents	 encourage	 her	

a	 lot	 to	 study	 and	 	 not	 just	 that,	 if	 they	

see	her	getting	careless	about	it,	she	gets	

scolded	 by	 them	 .	 	 She	 is	 very	 close	 to	

her	mother	as	she	has	been	her	constant	

support.	

She	is	very	fond	of	listening	to	the	radio.	Also	she	teaches	her	brother	everyday.	She	wants	to	learn	to	dance	

but	there	is	no	dance	teacher	in	her	village.		

She	talks	about	how	grave	the	problem	of	early	marriage	 is.	Children	want	 to	study	but	 their	parents	get	

them	married	at	 an	early	age	because	 they	 can’t	 afford	 their	 education.	 She	 feels	 that	poverty	 is	 a	major	

issue	due	to	which	a	lot	of	children	are	deprived	of	basic	education.	

Seema	wants	to	become	independent	before	she	gets	married.	She	dreams	of	applying	for	civil	services	in	

future.			

	

	



Shailendra	Kumar	

Shailendra	 come	 from	Gunsainmath,	 Dhanrua,	 Patna	 just	 passed	 his	 10th	 exams.	He	 has	 1	 brother	 and	 3	

sisters.	All	his	siblings	are	studying	except	for	one	sister	who	got	married	when	she	was	17.		

He	is	one	of	the	oldest	clay	fellows.	He	joined	

CSEI	 in	2013.	Shailendra	got	married	1	year	

before	he	joined	CSEI.	He	says	that	 if	he	had	

got	 connected	 to	 CSEI	 one	 year	 before,	 he	

wouldn’t	 have	 married	 so	 early.	 CSEI	 has	

made	a	huge	difference	in	his	life		

Earlier	 Shailendra	 used	 to	 be	 scared	 of	

talking	 to	 people	 in	 authority.	 But	 now	 he	

can	confidently	talk	to	everyone.		He	also	got	

an	 opportunity	 to	 attend	 an	 event	 in	

Chandigarh	where	students	from	all	over	the	

world	 came	 to	 share	 their	 culture.	 CSEI	 has	

helped	Shailendra	in	becoming	a	responsible	

person	in	life.		

Shailendra	tells	that	his	father	taught	him	to	

write	alphabets	in	Hindi.	He	thinks	that	if	the	

parents	 are	 educated,	 they	 will	 always	

encourage	their	kids	to	get	educated	as	well.	

Shailendra	with	the	help	of	his	friends	constructed	a	CLAY	learning	centre	at	Gosaimath.	A	lot	of	kids	come	

to	this	centre	where	Shailendra	and	other	clay	fellows	teach	them.	Shailendra	thinks	that	it	is	important	for	

those	kids	to	get	aware	and	understand	the	importance	of	education.	

He	is	sad	that	the	villagers	are	not	supportive	of	teaching	kids	of	his	tola,	 instead	they	make	it	difficult	to	

teach	by	interfering	a	lot.	Due	to	this,	the	turnout	of	kids	had	dropped	significantly	which	troubles	him	a	lot.	

Shailendra	is	trying	hard	to	get	as	many	kids	as	possible	to	his	centre	so	that	he	can	teach	them	for	their	

good.	His	father	is	a	laborer.	But	Shailendra	wants	to	get		a	job,	which	can	help	him	earn	a	decent	living.		

	



Sanny	Kumar	

Sanny	comes	from	Dhanrua,	Patna	studying	in	9th	standard			presently.		He	has	one	brother	and	two	sisters,	

all	of	them	are	younger	to	him.	His	10	years	old	sister	does	not	study.	When	I	asked	him	the	reason	for	the	

same,	he	said	”Mummy	–	Papa	ask	her	to	do	household	chores.	They	never	encourage	her	to	go	to	school.” 	

Sanny	 dropped	 out	 from	 the	 school	 when	 he	 was	 in	 class	 6th	 because	 he	 did	 not	 get	 any	motivation	 to	

continue	studying	at	that	time.	However,	his	father	forced	him	to	rejoin	the	school	in	class	7th.		Interestingly	

his	father	does	not	think	it	important	for	his	sister	to	be	educated	which	is	part	of	the	inherent	bias	against	

girls	in	our	society.		

Sunny	 is	a	very	 fond	of	dancing	and	wishes	 to	 learn	 it	 as	well.	However	 ,he	 is	not	able	 to	 learn	dance	as	

there	is	no	one	to	teach	dance.	He	also	does	not	have	the	means	to	go	far	and	learn	it.		

He	 feels	 happy	 that	 he	 can	

continue	his	studies	even	when	

there	 are	 many	 financial	

problems	 in	 his	 family.	He	 gets	

a	 fellowship	 from	 VVK	 every	

month	which	meets	some	of		his	

costs	to	studying.	

Sunny	 tells	 that	 people	 of	

Musahar	 community	 face	 a	 lot	

of	exploitation	by	the	dominant	

caste	 community	 in	 different	

ways.	He	expresses	his	anguish	

about	 	 how	 they	 do	 not	 allow	

the	Musahars	 to	work	outside	the	village	and	force	them	to	work	on	their	 fields.	Musahars	also	get	death	

threats	if	they	dare	to	work	outside	the	village.		

Sunny	wishes	to	end	discrimination	prevailing	in	the	society	with	his	hard	work	and	knowledge.	He	aims	to	

be	a	commissioner	and	wants	to	develop	his	family	and	society	.	

	



Uday	Kumar	

Uday	comes	from	Dhanrua,	Patna,	currently	studying	in	11th	standard.	He	has	1	brother	and	2	sisters.	His	

brother	is	elder	to	him	and	discontinued	schooling	when	he	was	in	class	8th	to	work	as	a	laborer.	Both	his	

younger	sisters	are	studying. 	

Uday	is	very	fond	of	playing	cricket.	However,	there	is	no	park	in	his	village	where	he	and	his	friends	can	

play.	

Uday’s	friend,	Basant	told	him	about	the	CLAY	fellowship	and	since	6	months	Uday	is	connected	to	VVK.	He	

teaches	kids	of	his	tola	everyday	for	which	he	gets	fellowship	from	VVK	every	month.	This	money	helps	him	

to	meet	his	coaching	and	other	basic	expenditure.		

He	has	learned	a	lot	from	the	Sunday	sessions	that	takes	place	in	VVK.	He	says	that	he	has	become	aware	of	

the	various	problems	prevailing	in	the	society.	Also,	he	has	receives	guidance	from	the	facilitators	of	VVK.			

Uday	 feels	 happy	 to	 tell	 that	 his	

parents	 treat	 him	 and	 his	 sisters	

equally.	 Everything	 happens	 in	 a	

fair	and	just	manner	in	his	family.	

However,	 his	 villagers	 are	 not	 in	

much	 support	 of	 him	 going	 to	

school	and	discourages	him	often.		

He	 feels	 there	 should	 be	 an	

‘Aangadbaadi’	 in	 his	 village	 to	

orient	small	children	to	schooling.	

Uday	 wishes	 to	 be	 an	 engineer	

and	wants	to	work	hard	for	it.				

	

	

	

	



Uma	Kumari	

Uma	is	currently	studying	in	9th	standard.	 	She	has	4	brothers	one	of	whom,	is	 	an	elder	to	her.	She	is	the	

only	girl	in	her	family.		All	her	brothers	are	studying.	

Uma’s	 source	 of	 encouragement	

is	 her	 elder	 brother.	 He	 has	

encouraged	her	 to	work	hard	 in	

life	 so	 that	 she	 can	 be	

independent.	Uma	has	been	with	

CSEI	 for	 the	 last	 one	 year.	 	 She	

recounts	 that	 before	 joining	

CSEI,	she	couldn’t	 talk	 to	people	

as	 she	 used	 to	 stay	 at	 home	 all	

day.	 Now	 that	 she	 is	 with	 CSEI,	

she	feels	confident		about	herself	

and	 she	 can	 openly	 talk	 to	

anyone.	 Since	 she	 belongs	 to	

schedule	 caste,	 the	 girls	 of	 her	

community	have	never	got	many	

opportunities	to	grow.	She	thinks	with	the	help	of	CSEI,	a	lot	of	kids	of	her	village	can	study	now.		

She	has	got	a	lot	of	exposure	and	training	through	the	workshops	and	seminars	organized	by	CSEI.		

According	to	Uma,	unemployment	has	pushed	her	community	members	to	take	up	alcohol	brewing.	She	is	

very	upset	that	there	are	still	no	toilets	in	her	village.	

Uma’s	primary	focus	is	on	being	independent	before	getting	married.		Similarly,	she	wants	every	girl	of	her	

village	to	get	independent	for	which	she	thinks	that	education	is	a	prerequisite.	She	wishes	to	work	for	the	

development	of	her	village.	

	

	

	



Vikas	Kumar	

Vikas	has	given	his	12th	exams	this	year.	He	has	2	brothers.	His	elder	brother	has	been	his	inspiration.	Vikas	

is	very	fond	of	playing	cricket,	and	so	he	plays	every	day	with	his	brothers	and	friends.	

He	is	very	concerned	about	his	community,	

therefore	 he	 teaches	 kids	 at	 his	 centre.	 It	

has	 been	 one	 year	 that	 Vikas	 is	 connected	

with	 VVK	 and	 it	 has	 helped	 a	 lot	 in	 his	

personal	 growth.	 He	 believes	 that	 after	

joining	 VVK,	 his	 horizon	 has	 broadened	

which	 was	 earlier	 restricted	 to	 his	 own	

village.	 He	 realized	 that	 there	 are	 a	 lot	 of	

kids	 from	 his	 community	 who	 aspire	 to	

study	 like	 him.VVK	 has	 empowered	 him	

and	 provided	 him	 guidance	 and	 vision	 in	

working	with	the	children	in	his	tola.		

Vikas’s	mother	has	always	encouraged	him	

a	 lot	 to	 study.	However	he	 feels	 sad	as	 the	

community	 does	 not	 encourage	 education,	

The	discourage	children	from	going	to	the	VVK	also.	He	is	always	asked	by	people	to	engage	in	agricultural	

activities.	He	is	concerned	about	how	to	get	admission	into	a	good	college	and	course.	Having	joined	VVK,	

he	is	hopeful	of	being	guided	and	supported	to	gain	college	admission.		

He	analyses	that	development	does	not	happen	in	the	villages	as	only	people	who	have	money	get	elected.	

Then	 they	do	not	do	 anything	 to	develop	 the	 village.	Those	who	desire	 to	develop	 the	 village	do	not	 get	

elected,	as	they	do	not	have	the	money	to	buy	votes.		

Vikas	 abhors	 this	 practice	 and	 therefore	wants	 to	make	 people	 aware	 and	 spread	 education	 in	 his	 own	

village.	He	feels	that	everyone	in	his	village	should	get	educated	and	employed.			

	

	



	

Centre	 for	 Social	 Equity	&	 Inclusion	 (CSEI)	 is	 concerned	with	deepening	democracy	and	developing	our	body	politics	by	
enhancing	the	awareness/understanding	among	excluded	communities	of	 their	social,	economic	and	cultural	 (SEC)	rights.	
We	recognize	the	widespread	prevalence	of	exclusion	and	discrimination	against	Dalits,	Adivasis,	Muslims	and	other	socially	
excluded	 communities	 in	 our	 society,	 and	 the	 specific	 vulnerabilities	 of	 women,	 children	 and	 youth	 within	 these	
communities,	in	issues	regarding	access	to	education,	employment	and	governance.	Poverty,	disability,	physical/geographic	
in-accessibility,	 forms	 of	 illnesses	 and	 other	 context	 specific	 characteristics	make	 the	 picture	more	 complex,	 demanding	
sustained	efforts	 in	unraveling	and	addressing	exclusion	 independently	and	 intersectionally.	Our	Major	constituencies	are	
three	 communities-	 Dalits,	 Tribals	 and	Muslims	 with	 special	 focus	 on	 women,	 children	 and	 youth	 in	 collaborating	 with	
Community	 led	Organizations	 (CLOs).	 CSEI	 therefore	 undertakes	 advocacy-	 oriented	 research,	 social	 equity	 audits,	 policy	
advocacy	and	the	piloting	of	model	interventions	with	members	of	excluded	communities	in	the	critical	areas	of	education	
and	 employment.	 Embedded	 in	 the	 experiences	 of	 excluded	 communities,	 CSEI	 works	 to	 bring	 together	 all	 relevant	
stakeholders:	 the	excluded	communities,	 state	actors,	 civil	 society	organizations,	 corporate	 sector	and	others.	Consistent	
interventions	 in	 the	 above	 areas	 are	 undertaken	 through	 the	 CSEI	 Bihar	 and	 Delhi	 office.	 In	 addition,	 CSEI	 shares	 its	
materials,	 modules	 and	 lessons	 with	 other	 community-led	 organizations	 and	 civil	 society	 organizations.	 Education,	
employment,	entrepreneurship	and	governance	are	 the	key	 intervention	areas	keeping	“Exclusion	–	Equity	–Inclusion”	as	
our	watch	words.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Centre	for	Social	Equity	&	Inclusion	
National Office: 

2157/A,	3rd	Floor,	Sarthak	Building,	

Guru	Arjun	Nagar,	New	Delhi-110008	 

State Office: 

C/o	BDVS,	Administrative	office,		

Rukunpura,	Baily	road,	Patna,	Bihar	800014	

www.csei.org.in 

Tel-	011-25705650
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